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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

wWilliamson Murray

Department of History
Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio, 43210

October 12, 1977

Dear Admiral Turner,

In the letter that I received from you last February 22,
you understandably but kindly refused an offer to speak at
Yale., You did, however, imply that if circumstances should
allow it, you would be willing to give a talk or lecture at
Ohio State this year, I realize that you are exceedingly
busy, but if you are in a position to and still want to
give a public speech to a university audience, we would be
delighted to have you here at Ohio State, I have been
authorized to invite you here on an open-ended invitation,
Wwhatever format, schedule, or time suit your schedule will
be fine with uss: a one day visit, an over night visit, .

~a quick fly in and out visit. Your visit would be sponsored
by the Mershon Center here at Ohlo State, and the school
will be in session from January 3 to March 10 during the
winter guarter and from March 27 to June 2 for the spring
quarter. An engagement during those periods would insure
maximum exposure,

I am now fully convinced that a speech by you at Ohlo
State would be far more fitting than one at Yale, Ohio State
is one of the very few places in the country where military
history is studied seriously (there is no replacement for my
course at Yale nor any interest in hiring a military
historian despite the fact that 130 students took my upper
level course there last year). Moreover the Mershon Center
with its interest in strategic and policy questions gives the
University a breadth in strategic gquestions which few
institutions of higher learning can match,

As you can guess, I am immensely pleased by my move out
here, I taught here this summer and discovered that the
students at Ohio State can be as good, if not better, than
Yale undergraduates, and they do not have the advantages
which so many Yalies take for granted., The atmosphere is
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also considerably better -- I am no longer regarded as a
queer bird interested in war or a rebel outside of the world
of "scholarly" history. Even the non-military historiang
here regard military history as "respectable, "

I am including an article which I have recently finished
on British strategy towards Italy in 1938 and 1939, Because
of the problems the British had in evaluating their own
intelligence and in evolving a sensible grand strategy in
that period, I thought that you might find it to be of some
interest, If the determination of strategy were difficult
in 1939, I can barely imagine the sort of problems which
you face, And you are not helped by silly media coverage
such as "Time gave the CIA lagt summer, If our intelligence
can give us a fairly good, general forecast of events for '
the next six months, it is doing a first class job., But to
suggest that the CIA should give accurate and detailed
forecasts years into the future displays a lack of under-
standing of the complexities of international society. It
indicates a simplistic, social scientific approach to the
world which at best is 8illy and at worst exceedingly
dangerous, '

Anyway much thanks for your attention,

Best Wishes,

Weh 4,
Williamsogfaz;ray
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DATE RECEIVED:__17 October 1977 DATE OF EVENT:27 March - 2 June 1978

1. INFORMATION REGARDING THE APPOINTMENT:

a. Source: Tel: Ltr Fm: Professor Williamson Murray

b. Type of event: Lecture

c. Special occasion: Speak to Ohio State University students,

d. Date/Time: 3 January - 10 March, 27 March - 2 June 1978

e. Location: Ohio State University, Columbus, Chio

f. Significant info: In 22 February letter to Professor Murray, DCI said

he would be_delighted to speak at Ohio State.

2. SCHEDULE:

3. RECOMMENDATIONS:

Schadule Regret : | Remarks
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4. DCI DECISION:
a. SCHEDULE NO SEE ME

b. ADDITIONAL ATTENDEES

c¢. PASS T70: DDCI D/DCI/IC D/DCI/NI OTHER

5. AIDE FINAL ACTION:
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